
Arkansas State Soccer Association 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

Annual Planning Meeting 
January 22-23, 2010 

 
 
January 22, 2010 
 
President Will Maffit called the meeting to order. 
Susan Roehrenbeck called the roll.  The following members were present: 
  
Will Maffit                               Preston Wright          Wes Gross 
Scott Hendren                          Samir Haj                   Allen Finney 
Doug Kelley                            Bruce Erickson 
Susan Roehrenbeck                 Phil Duerr 
 
Will announced that Christy Jones has resigned her position. 
 
Board Member absent:  Rod Contreras 
Staff present:  Gayle Smith, Robert Parr 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
Will asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes for the November 16, 2009 board of 
directors meeting.  Several corrections were noted. Preston moved that the minutes be approved as 
corrected; Bruce seconded the motion that was approved on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Agenda Items: 
 
Calendar: 
 
Gayle presented the calendar for the upcoming year.  Discussion followed. 
Preston made a motion to accept the calendar as presented.  Bruce seconded the motion. The motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
At this point Rod joined the meeting. 
 
Budget: 
 
Scott presented the 2009-2010 budget.  Discussion followed. Action was postponed until the end of the 
planning meeting. 
 
Interstate release: 
 
Samir made a motion to rescind the October, 2009 board of director motion concerning interstate 
releases.  Susan seconded the motion, which unanimously passed. 
 



Bruce made a motion that effective immediately the maximum number of interstate transfers that will 
be granted for play on a single out-of-state team will be: 
U-8:    2 players 
U-9:    3 players 
U-10:  3 players 
U-11:  4 players 
U-12:  4 players 
U-13 and above: 5 players 
Preston seconded the motion, which unanimously passed. 
 
New membership guidelines: 
 
Bruce presented ideas for new membership guidelines.  Samir made the motion that membership to 
ASSA will be granted for new associations for Level one for the first year; for Levels one and two for the 
second year and for Levels one, two and three for the third year.  Bruce seconded the motion, which 
unanimously passed. 
 
At this point the meeting was adjourned for the night. 
 
January 23, 2010 
 
Will Maffit called the meeting to order. 
Susan Roehrenbeck called the roll.  The following members were present: 
  
Will Maffit                               Preston Wright          Wes Gross 
Scott Hendren                          Samir Haj                   Allen Finney 
Doug Kelley                            Bruce Erickson           Rod Contreras 
Susan Roehrenbeck                 Phil Duerr 
 
Staff present: Gayle Smith, Robert Parr 
 
AGM Requirements: 
 
Gayle presented a report on improving attendance at the AGM.  Discussion followed. 
 
Tournament Sanctioning: 
 
There was discussion of the rule that associations must register 100% of their players in order to 
sanction a tournament.  Discussion followed. 
 
State League/Premier League: 
 
Preston made the following motion to simplify the Arkansas state league: 
 
ASSA shall host a state league with the purpose of encouraging play amongst its U14 to U18 competitive 
team. Play will begin in September and completed by the last day of January of each seasonal year.  Any 
game not completed will result 0-0 for each team and the forfeit of any bond money.  If the State 
League Commissioner determines that the reason for non-playing of the game can be placed solely on 



one of the teams then only that team will forfeit the game (with a score of 0-3) and bond money. 
  

After the deadline for entry the State League Commissioner shall notify the teams in each bracket of 
their home and away game requirements.  The opposing teams will then schedule each Home/Away 
game at a mutually agreed location, date, and time.  The home team shall then notify the State Referee 
Assigner who will then assign referee crews for each game.  Any change to the schedule must be 
mutually agree by the teams and approved by the State League Commissioner.  The center referee will 
be responsible for submitting the game report within 48 hours. 

  
Participation in the ASL shall be required to participate in the Arkansas State Championship (ASC), which 
is part of the National Championship Series.   

 
Any player or coach participating in an ASL game for a team must be listed on that team’s roster at the 
time the game was played.  Any player receiving a red card or a coach that is asked to leave by the 
referee during the game shall be prohibited from participating in the next ASL game. 
 
Scott seconded the motion, which passed unanimously on a roll call vote. 
 
Preston made a motion that the state league be used as the sole determining factor for seeding for the 
Arkansas State Cup.  Wes seconded the motion.  The motion was defeated in a roll call vote. (7-1) 
 
Preston made a motion that teams that participate in the Region III Premier League be exempt from the 
requirement to participate in the Arkansas State League.  Phil seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
on a roll call vote (5-4). 
 
State Cups: 
 
Preston moved that ASSA eliminate the single elimination format for the Arkansas State Championships 
beginning in 2011.  Bruce seconded the motion, which unanimously passed.  It was recommended that 
there be further discussion about seeding/bracketing for the Arkansas State Championships at future 
board of directors’ meetings and at the AGM. 
 
There was discussion concerning moving the Arkansas State Championships to the fall season.  No action 
was taken. 
 
Rod made a motion that each team participating in the Region III tournament be required to submit a 
$1000 conduct bond for team and individual conduct.  Phil seconded the motion, which unanimously 
passed. Susan will present a list of offenses and fines to the board after talking with other state 
representatives in the region. 
 
Referees: 
 
George Anderson gave an overview and presentation on referee growth and retention. 
 
Club Pass: 
 
Robert presented the guidelines for the club pass program, which was approved by the board at the 
2009-planning meeting. The fee structure will be the same as for travel permits. The guidelines are as 



follows: 
 
Effective immediately, ASSA will establish a Club Player Pass program for classic-level (Level 3) players 
with the following provisions: 
 

1. All classic-level players must be properly registered to a primary team consistent with all existing 
team formation and age group policies of ASSA. 

2. Club Player Passes will be valid for any age-appropriate league or tournament play within ASSA 
(including the Arkansas State League) at the discretion of each league or tournament. 

3. Club Player Passes will not apply to any State or National cups or the Region III Premier League, 
as these competitions will remain tied to each team’s formal (primary) roster.  Each team must 
demonstrate continuity of rosters between league and National Championship competitions by 
maintaining a minimum of 9 players common to the rosters of both competitions. 

4. Players will be allowed to play for only one ASSA classic-level youth team per day.  In the event 
of a violation of this rule, the player will be deemed to have been ineligible to compete with any 
team other than his/her primary team on that date.  

5. Player cards will continue to be issued in a format identical to existing player cards. 
6. We will design and implement a special “Club Player Pass Game Roster” template that will be 

used for all competitions in which club player passes are authorized.  This template will allow all 
member clubs to print out game rosters from the official ASSA online registration system 
(currently GotSoccer) throughout the year.  This game roster template should specifically state, 
“In accordance with ASSA’s Club Player Pass system, players from other classic level teams in 
this club may appear on this roster, provided each player competes at or above an age-
appropriate classification.” 

7. In the event that a player is ejected (receives a red card) during a league match with any team in 
that player’s club, the player must serve a suspension during his/her primary team’s next league 
match.  The player must sit on the team bench during that match in street clothes, and the 
served suspension must be noted by the game official on the official score card for that match. 

8. Players may only use the Club Player Pass to play for classic-level teams registered to the same 
club as the player’s primary team.  Club Player Passes do not permit a player to be rostered to 
two teams that register through different clubs. 

9. To be eligible to use the Club Player Pass, a club must have a designated Director of Coaching 
who holds a National-level coaching license from a US Soccer organization (a minimum of a USSF 
National “C” License or NSCAA National Diploma; the USYS National Youth License does not 
meet this requirement).  The club’s Director of Coaching will be required to oversee the use of 
this program to ensure that the developmental needs of the club’s players (as opposed to the 
competitive interests of individual teams) are given priority in all applications of this program. 
 

The purpose of this program is to expand the developmental opportunities available to players and to 
support clubs in their efforts to match their players with developmentally appropriate training and 
playing opportunities.  In all cases, clubs are expected to use the flexibility provided by this program to 
increase (and not reduce) meaningful playing opportunities for their players. 
 
Adult soccer: 
 
Phil talked about the efforts to retain and increase adult participants. 
 
 



Strategic planning: 
 
There was a round table discussion about long-term goals for ASSA. 
 
Delinquent accounts: 
 
Preston made a motion that any association that owes $1,000 or more and is over 60 days past due will 
be notified that they are in bad standing.  Scott seconded the motion, which unanimously passed.  
 
At this point Will asked that the meeting move into executive session. 
 
The board returned from executive session. 
 
Budget: 
 
Preston moved that the budget for 2009-2010 be approved.  Wes seconded the motion, which 
unanimously passed. 
 
Being no further business, Will adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Susan Roehrenbeck 
February 1, 2010 
 
Addendum: 
 
February 16, 2010 
 
Susan made a motion to amend the motion “Rod made a motion that each team participating in the 
Region III tournament be required to submit a $1000 conduct bond for team and individual conduct.  
Phil seconded the motion, which unanimously passed. Susan will present a list of offenses and fines to 
the board after talking with other state representatives in the region.”  
 
To read as follows: 
“As a bond for team and individual conduct at the US Youth Soccer Region III Championships, a club 
check in the amount of $1000 must be received in the ASSA office no later than 1 week before the start 
of the Arkansas State Championships.  This bond will be returned to the club 1) if no team from that club 
advances to the Region III Championships or 2) there are no violations of the list offenses (to be 
provided by Susan) by the players, parents, spectators and/or coaches from teams that do advance to 
the Region III Championships.  One check from a club will cover all teams from that association.”   

Preston seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  The Motion passed. 


